Chinese Basic Strokes — Writing Practice

How to use this sheet: the first cell of each row shows the stroke inside its model character, with a red arrow

marking where the pen goes down and in which direction it moves. The red-highlighted cells show the same

stroke in other characters. Trace the grey strokes first, then write the stroke yourself in the empty cells. Write
each stroke in one smooth motion — hooks and turns are part of the stroke, not separate strokes.

Part 1 - Basic strokes
The six single-motion strokes. GB classification folds g (ti) into §# and & (na) into &, but school teaching keeps
them apart — they look and move differently.

1. *ﬁ héng - horizontal stroke stroke 1 of —
q—
— -L
By —

U - vertical stroke stroke 2 of +

2. & sh

3. }pﬁf{ pi€ - left-falling stroke stroke 1 of A\

J_ )\
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4. ¥ na - right-falling stroke

N\

6. & ti - rising stroke

i, 21

A\

Part 2 - Strokes with hooks

stroke 2 of A

stroke 1 of

stroke 3 of #T

A hook (%4) is a small flick at the end of another stroke — the only stroke part written with a snap of the wrist, never

a separate stroke of its own.

7. 2244 shu gou - vertical hook

I T 471

Oft =40
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stroke 1 of /
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8. Im44 wan gou - curving hook

y %

9. #1%4 xié gou - slanted hook

L X

10. BM§4 wo gou - lying hook

O ))\A‘

11. }§%4 héng gou - horizontal hook

- ,/‘»:]
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stroke 6 of z

stroke 5 of #

stroke 2 of i)

stroke 2 of 5§
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Part 3 - Turning strokes ()

Compound strokes written in one motion with a change of direction. The turn is part of the stroke — the pen does
not leave the paper.

12. §&3¥7 héng zhé - horizontal + vertical turn stroke 2 of O

3

13. 3% héng zhé gou - horizontal turn + hook stroke 1 of JJ

A

14. F&EH héng pié€ - horizontal + left-falling stroke 1 of X

7 K Z

15. }E373E héng zhé ti - horizontal turn + rising stroke 2 of it

Y

07
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16. 37 E5%4 héng zhé wan gou - horizontal turn + curve + hook stroke 2 of #,,

1 kA

17. $f¥T pié zhé - left-falling + turn stroke 3 of

Lé’f—é‘

18. #ifs= pié€ dian - left-falling + dot stroke 1 of %

L

19. 123 shu zhé - vertical + horizontal turn stroke 2 of 1

IR =
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20. U232 shuti - vertical + rising

K

21. 225 shu wan - vertical + curve

544 shu wan gou - vertical + curve + hook

23. 123rH shu zhé pié - vertical turn + left-falling

L A%
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stroke 3 of &

stroke 4 of [

stroke 2 of +

stroke 3 of &
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24. FEITHTH héng zhé zhé pié - horizontal turn + turn + left-falling

7 #

25. (&S héng pié wan gou - horizontal + left-falling + hook

3 AR

26. ¥EITITIRES héng zhé zhé zhé gou - horizontal turn + turn + turn + hook

77 W

27. 235754 shu zhé zhé gou - vertical turn + turn + hook

jx?
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stroke 2 of %

stroke 5 of 3

stroke 1 of J3

stroke 2 of 5§
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